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Good Evening Miller Place School District Community, 

 

I hope this email finds you and your family safe and in good health during this beautiful spring season. As 

we head into the last six weeks of this very untraditional school year, we wanted to share some of the 

changes that are being made to the social distancing protocols throughout the district to adapt to new 

guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and New York State Department of 

Health while maintaining a high level of academic engagement.  

 

These changes will be presented to the Miller Place Board of Education at their May 26, 2021 public 

meeting, and all updates will be made on our Reopen Schools Plan on the district’s website. I appreciate the 

Board of Education reviewing and approving these updates.  

 

Justification for plan updates: 

✔ Decrease in Suffolk County positive COVID-19 infection rate 

✔ Increase in Suffolk County vaccination availability 

✔ Increase in Suffolk County vaccination rates 

 

Districtwide Changes 

 

Contact Tracing—Effective immediately, the district will only conduct contact tracing for individuals who 

have been within 3 feet of someone who tests positive for COVID-19. Reducing the minimum distance from 

6 feet to 3 feet is the current acceptable placement for student desks according to the CDC. Being able to 

make this change is a testament to our community’s collective commitment to maintain a healthy and safe 

learning environment, and it is intended to decrease the number of students who are required to quarantine 

should someone test positive for COVID-19. The status of all students currently assigned to quarantine will 

be reviewed by each building principal to determine if a student can return to school based on the updated 

parameters. If this should affect your child, we very much appreciate your patience as we update this 

procedure and complete our review. 

 

Health Screenings—To maintain health and safety in our schools, daily health screenings will remain in 

place at each of our school buildings for the remainder of the school year. These include daily temperature 

checks and weekly health attestations. 

 

 

 



 

Student Seasonal Allergies, Asthma and Migraines—The district’s current practice will remain in place 

of allowing students to have a doctor’s note on file with a diagnosis of seasonal allergies, asthma and/or 

migraines. Symptoms that are consistent with the diagnosis would not require a student to get a COVID test 

or see a health care provider. If the student has additional symptoms, that are not consistent with their 

diagnosis, that student will be sent home and require a medical evaluation.  

 

Elementary School Changes (AMPS and LADSBS) 

Based on the variable that desks remain 6 feet apart 

 

Classroom Student Desk Barriers—To effectively adjust to the new social distancing protocols, the district 

will begin removing desk barriers tomorrow night (5/14/2021). Given the logistical constraints, this effort 

will be conducted one classroom at a time, and the expectation is to have all barriers fully removed by June 

1, 2021. 

  

Please note, due to the district’s limited resources, the barrier track, which sits on the student’s desk may 

remain for the rest of the school year even though the barrier will be removed, so the district can maintain 

its current enhanced cleaning procedures. 

 

Student Masks—Students are still required to wear masks in all public settings and when the 3-foot social 

distance variable cannot be achieved—such as on buses; in hallways; while on the playground; and in small 

groups for instructional purposes (i.e., reading and math support services, OT and PT, etc.). However, 

students will no longer be required to wear face coverings while the child is sitting at their desk during the 

instructional day when their desks remain 6 feet apart.  

 

Staff and faculty will still be required to wear masks at all times per New York State guidelines, as they are 

normally within the 3-to-6-foot boundary. 

 

Please note, if a parent of an elementary school student prefers their child to continue wearing a mask 

during their instructional day, please notify your child’s teacher.  

 

Secondary School Students (NCRMS and MPHS) 

Based on the variable that desks remain less than 6 feet apart and in most cases are 3 feet apart 

 

Classroom Student Desk Barriers—As is the case in elementary school buildings, desk barriers will begin to 

be removed tomorrow night (5/14/2021). Again, this will be done one classroom at a time and it is expected 

to be completed by June 1, 2021. Barriers in some areas will remain such as in cafeterias and labs.  

 

Please note, due to the district’s limited resources, the barrier track, which sits on the student’s desk, may 

remain for the rest of the school year even though the barrier will be removed. 

 

Student Masks—Students in middle and high school must still wear masks, as student desks are less than 6 

feet apart. This is in alignment with the strong recommendation from Suffolk County Department of Health 

(SCDOH)—masks must continue to be worn when the 6-foot distance variable cannot be met. We strongly 

encourage students continue to request from their teachers a mask break as needed, and when it is safe to do 

so.  

 

As is the case in the elementary schools, all faculty and staff will continue to be required to wear face 

coverings while indoors, as they are normally within the 3-to-6-foot boundary. 

 

 

 

 



 

Upcoming Spring Student Events and Celebrations 
 

Over the past two weeks, you have received building-based information and the district calendar regarding 

our planning to celebrate your children’s accomplishments in the arts, athletics and academics. As we have 

all experienced this year, guidance and recommendations are changing from moment to moment. Although 

it is challenging to keep up with changes issued from press conferences and in executive orders, our district 

remains committed to sharing these events in an inclusive and safe manner. As we can adjust gathering 

logistics, we will update the school community accordingly. Thank you for your anticipated cooperation.  

 

Mental Health Awareness 

 

As you may be aware, May is National Mental Health month. Our district maintains its commitment to 

providing your family with support services as needed, via our building based Mental Health Teams (School 

Psychologists, Student Assistance Counselors, Behavior Counselors, Building Administrators and School 

Nurses). If you, or someone you know, is in need of support, please contact a school administrator, or visit 

one of the following district webpages for guidance and support: 

 

 Resources for Families and Mental Health Support 

 

 Substance Abuse Prevention Resources 

 

 Safe School Hotline 

 

In addition, please visit our Reopening Schools Information web page, which contains our plans, 

presentations, notifications, resources and documents.  

 

 

Over the past 15 months, the district has upheld its commitment of striving to maintain our high level of 

instructional practices to the best of our ability during an international health crisis. We are proud of our 

partnership with the school community which has allowed us to educate our elementary students in-person 

since September 2020 and returning our secondary students to full-time, in-person instruction on March 1, 

2021. This collective commitment to the health and safety of the Miller Place School District community 

has made this unique school year possible. In addition, we acknowledged our students and families who 

experienced extenuating circumstances and required a virtual or live streaming instructional environment, 

which we have worked diligently to accommodate.   

 

As we head into the final six weeks of the school year, we remain committed to the following: 

⮚ Focusing on youth and family mental health support 

⮚ Allowing our students a more traditional learning environment 

⮚ Celebrating our students in a safe environment 

⮚ Remembering the COVID-19 virus is still among us and we need to continue to practice personal 

precautions as needed        
 

We look forward to finishing out the 2020-21 school year strong and to continue planning for the 2021-22 

school year once we receive the appropriate guidance to do so. Thank you for your continued patience and 

support of our school staff and community. It is greatly appreciated. 

 

Dr. Marianne F. Cartisano 

Superintendent of Schools  

 
 

https://www.millerplace.k12.ny.us/site/Default.aspx?PageID=5593
https://www.millerplace.k12.ny.us/Domain/63
https://www.millerplace.k12.ny.us/domain/865
https://www.millerplace.k12.ny.us/Page/5967

